detect MG and macrolide resistance by targeting the 23S rRNA gene. Nested PCRs were used to detect mutations in quinolone resistant determination regions in gyrA, gyrB, parC and parE genes. Results MG infection was detected in 27 MSM (17.1%); 18 (11.4%) at the genital site and 9 (5.7%) at the rectal site. The bacterial load ranged from 2-32,700 genome copies/ml. Macrolide resistant MG was detected in 19 men (70.4%), featuring typical 23S rRNA mutations (A2071G or A2072G transitions). One subject with MG had novel gene mutations (G1972T and G2038T) with unknown function. Eight (29.6%) had fluoroquinolone-resistant MG harbouring parC mutations that cause changes in amino acid position 83 (S83I or S83R); 4 of them had an additional P62S mutation in parC and 1 had a F475S mutation in gyrB. Five men (18.5%) had MG with dual macrolide and fluoroquinolone resistance. The prevalence of resistance was similar at rectal and genital sites. Conclusion This is the first U.S. study to document a high frequency of macrolide and fluoroquinolone-resistant MG in HIV-infected MSM at rectal and genital sites. If these resistance mutations are associated with clinical treatment failure, more effective options to treat MG are needed.
Introduction Men-who-have-sex-with-men (MSM) may modify sexual practices to reduce HIV and sexually transmitted infection (STI) risk. HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) may impact risk behaviour and STI acquisition. Methods We matched HIV-negative MSM attending New York City (NYC) sexual health clinics during 2011-2015 to the NYC HIV registry in 01/2017. We used visit-level data to assess trends in condom use during anal sex (consistent, inconsistent, no use; referent period=3 months), overall and by sexual positioning behaviour. We examined associations between condomless (inconsistent/no use) insertive, condomless receptive, and condomless versatile sex and incident HIV or STI (chlamydia/gonorrhoea/early syphilis). We used regression with generalised estimating equations (referent group=anal sex with condoms), controlling for demographics, partner number, and STI history. Results The proportion of visits with reported consistent condom use decreased from 2011-2015 (39% to 31%%, p<0.001); inconsistent use increased (48% to 55%%), and no condom use was stable (13%-14% Introduction Among children, the main postnatal HIV category of exposure is breastfeeding. When acute maternal infection occurs during lactation, the high maternal viral rate results in a higher risk of infant infection. There are few researches showing the impact of HIV infection on children of previously seronegative mothers, who acquire the HIV virus during breastfeeding. To elucidate the importance of this category of exposure, this study aims to evaluate HIV infection in infants assisted by a Paediatric Infectology Service in Brazil, emphasising the cases where vertical transmission occurred lately through breastfeeding. Methods Transversal, analytical and descriptive study, with quantitative and qualitative approach analysing HIV infected patients from 0 to 16 years old. Data was collected during 2016, from charts of children assisted between 2010 and 2015. After previous selection, breastfed children of mothers who had negative HIV testing during pregnancy and/or at birth, had charts analysed in detail.
Results From a total of 122 cases, 95% were mother-to-childtransmissions. Between these cases, 11 were considered possible/confirmed late postnatal transmission through breastfeeding. This group characterisation showed that at diagnosis, 72,7% presented significant and/or recurrent symptoms of HIV infection. In 45,4%, mother and children were diagnosed at the same time and 72,7% of mothers were sexually infected. Conclusion There was a significant prevalence of late postnatal transmission through breastfeeding in our sample. Differently from resource limited settings, most countries avoid breastfeeding by HIV infected mothers. Considering cases where women were infected only during lactation, our study highlights a gap in prevention of vertical transmission of HIV. The severity of infant symptoms, the moment of diagnosis and mother's category of exposure confirm the importance of preventive measures and scientific improvement to reduce postnatal HIV transmission.
Introduction In Noakhali and Lakshmipur, more adolescents are in school and community today than ever before; however, there are no studies that have assessed their comprehensive knowledge of HIV/AIDS. Thus, this study tried to assess the level of this knowledge and the factors associated with it among in-school and community level adolescents in Noakhali and Lakshmipur district. Methods A cross-sectional school and community-based study was conducted using a facilitator-guided self-administered questionnaire conducted April 2016. The respondents were students attending regular school in 14 high schools and 70 community level adolescents located in 14 different Sub-districts in Noakhali and Lakshmipur district. The proportion of adolescents with comprehensive HIV/AIDS knowledge was computed and compared by sex. The investigating tool used was a prepared, pretested questionnaire. This had both openand close-ended questions related to various aspects of HIV/ AIDS. Different factors related to HIV/AIDS and information was gathered. The subjects were assessed for knowledge of various aspects of HIV/AIDS and associated risk factors. It was subsequently followed by an open discussion on HIV/ AIDS with the students. The factors that were associated with the comprehensive HIV/AIDS knowledge were assessed using multivariable logistic regression. Results Only about one in four, 677 (24.5%), in-school adolescents and community level adolescents have comprehensive HIV/AIDS knowledge. The knowledge was better among inschool adolescents from families with a relatively middle or high wealth index (adjusted OR Introduction Existing trials show limited effectiveness of school-based sexual health interventions (SBSHI) in preventing sexually transmitted infections (STI) including HIV in subSaharan Africa (sSA). Limitations in content, implementation or evaluation are some reasons for this limited effectiveness. We explored facilitators and challenges to designing, implementing and evaluating SBSHI in sSA.
